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We generalize a theorem of Meyniel about minimal imperfect graphs to partitionable graphs. 
The general result follows easily from a theorem of Bland, Huang, and Trotter. 
We assume some familiarity with perfect graphs (for definitions, see [1]). A 
graph is partitionable ([2]) if there are integers r and s with r, s >/2 such that for 
each vertex x of G, G-x  can be partitioned into both r cliques of size s and s 
stable sets of size r. We note that a minimal imperfect graph is partitionable with 
s = to(G), r = tr(G) (see [3]). A pair of vertices, in a graph G, is an even pair if 
every induced path connecting them has an even number of edges. In [4], 
Meyniel showed that no minimal imperfect graph contains an even pair. In this 
note, we generalize this result by showing that no partitionable graph contains an 
even pair. 
In [2], the following facts are proved (the first is an observation; the second is 
much deeper). ~ 
Fact 1. In an (r, s)-partitionable graph, r = a~(G) and s = to(G). 
Fact 2. If $1 and S-z are stable sets of size a~(G) in a partitionable graph G, then 
($1 - $2) U ($2-  S0 is connected. 
These two facts are all we need to generalize Meyniel's result. 
Theorem. No partitionable graph contains an even pair. 
Proof. Let x and y be vertices of a partitionable graph G. Since G is 
partitionable, x is contained in a stable set $1 of size r in G - y and y is contained 
in a stable set $2 of size r in G -x .  Combining Facts 1 and 2, we see that there is 
an induced x to y path in ($1-  $2) U ($2 - $1). Since ($1-$2)U($2-$1)  is 
bipartite, this path has an odd number of edges. Thus (x, y) is not an even 
pair. [] 
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